
Jesus – His Betrayal, Trial, Suffering and His Death 
 
!. You are the Messiah? - 31 March – 2.00pm and 7.00pm  
 
• Read Mark 14; 53-65 53They took Jesus to the high priest; and all the chief priests, the 

elders, and the scribes were assembled. 54Peter had followed him at a distance, right 
into the courtyard of the high priest; and he was sitting with the guards, warming 
himself at the fire. 55Now the chief priests and the whole council were looking for 
testimony against Jesus to put him to death; but they found none. 56For many gave false 
testimony against him, and their testimony did not agree. 57Some stood up and gave 
false testimony against him, saying, 58“We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that 
is made with hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.’” 59But 
even on this point their testimony did not agree. 60Then the high priest stood up before 
them and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?” 
61But he was silent and did not answer. Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the 
Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62Jesus said, “I am; and ‘you will see the Son of 
Man seated at the right hand of the Power,’ and ‘coming with the clouds of heaven.’” 
63Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, “Why do we still need witnesses? 64You 
have heard his blasphemy! What is your decision?” All of them condemned him as 
deserving death. 65Some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to strike him, saying 
to him, “Prophesy!” The guards also took him over and beat him. 

• SEE MINDMAP 
 
Questions 
 

1. The Confrontation 
• What features strike you in the confrontation of Jesus before the Sanhedrin? (55-59) 
• Why did the Sanhedrin have such a difficult time convicting Jesus? (55-59) 
• What testimony did some witnesses bring against Jesus? (57,58) 
• How and what is significant about the High Priest’s intervention? (61) 
• Why did Jesus remain silent initially? 

 
2. Jesus’ Answer 
• How are the charges of Messiahship and Jesus’ symbolic actions in the Temple 

connected? (58) 
• Daniel 7;13 describes the “son of man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty - why is 

this significant? 
• How does this passage serve as the appropriate culmination to the entire biblical 

story of God and humanity 
APPLY 
What does it mean to you that human beings are made in the image of God? 

Where do you see people in our time failing to live up to their God given identity as 
image bearers tasked with stewarding God’s good world? 

How might we react to the world / our friends who (like the Sanhedrin) have a preconceived 
and prejudiced view of Jesus? 
When might we be silent? 
Peter’s journey (see the verses of Peter’s denial (66 – 72)) – where do you see yourself in 
the figure of Peter? 


