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Pentecost Service of Holy Communion  
31st May 2020 

 

The Day of Pentecost marks fifty days since Easter Day and 

brings the Easter season to an end. It is a major feast of the 

Church’s year when Christians recall how God’s Holy 

Spirit was given to the disciples after Jesus’ ascension, 

empowering them to begin the work of making disciples of 

all nations. 

The colour most often associated with Pentecost is red, 

representing the tongues of fire which the Acts of the 

Apostles describes appearing above the heads of the 

disciples as a sign that they had received the Holy Spirit. 

 
The Greeting 
 
Welcome in the name of Christ                           
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you  
All and also with you. 
 
Hymn 
Shine Jesus Shine 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wAFcwns4uHc  
Graham Kendrick 
 
Collect  
 
Holy Spirit, sent by the Father, 
ignite in us your holy fire; 
strengthen your children with the gift of faith, 
revive your Church with the breath of love, 
and renew the face of the earth, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wAFcwns4uHc
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All  Amen 
 
Saying Sorry 
 
God our Father, 
 we come to you in sorrow for our sins. 
 For turning away from you, 
 and ignoring your will for our lives; 
 Father, forgive us: 
All save us and help us. 
  
 For behaving just as we wish,  
 without thinking of you: 
 Father, forgive us: 
All save us and help us. 
 
 For failing you by what we do,  
 and think and say; 
 Father, forgive us: 
All save us and help us. 
 
 For letting ourselves  
 be drawn away from you 
 by temptations in the world about us; 
 Father, forgive us: 
All save us and help us. 
 
 For living as if we were ashamed  
 to belong to your Son; 
 Father, forgive us: 
All save us and help us. 
  
 May Almighty God  
 who sent his Son into the world  



 

3 

 

to save sinners, 
 bring you his pardon and peace, 
 now and for ever. 
All Amen. 
 
Reading  
Acts 2:1-21 The Voice (VOICE) 
 
Narrator 1: When the holy day of Pentecost came 50 

days after Passover, they were gathered together in 

one place. 

2 Picture yourself among the disciples: 

A sound roars from the sky without warning, the roar 

of a violent wind, and the whole house where you are 

gathered reverberates with the sound. 3 Then a flame 

appears, dividing into smaller flames and spreading 

from one person to the next. 4 All the people present 

are filled with the Holy Spirit and begin speaking in 

languages they’ve never spoken, as the Spirit 

empowers them. 

5 Because of the holy festival, there are devout Jews 

staying as pilgrims in Jerusalem from every nation 

under the sun. 6 They hear the sound, and a crowd 

gathers. They are amazed because each of them can 

hear the group speaking in their native 

languages. 7 They are shocked and amazed by this. 
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Pilgrim: Just a minute. Aren’t all of these people 

Galileans? 8 How in the world do we all hear our native 

languages being spoken? 9 Look—there are Parthians 

here, and Medes, Elamites, Mesopotamians, and 

Judeans, residents of Cappadocia, Pontus, and 

Asia, 10 Phrygians and Pamphylians, Egyptians and 

Libyans from Cyrene, Romans including both Jews by 

birth and converts, 11 Cretans, and Arabs. We’re each, 

in our own languages, hearing these people talk about 

God’s powerful deeds. 

Narrator 1: 12 Their amazement becomes confusion 

as they wonder, 

Pilgrim: What does this mean? 

Sceptic: 13 It doesn’t mean anything. They’re all drunk 

on some fresh wine! 

 

Narrator 2: This miraculous sign of God’s kingdom is 

astounding. The followers of Jesus are not known as 

people who drink too much wine with breakfast, so 

this fantastic episode requires some other kind of 

explanation. Unfortunately it is impossible to 

comprehend or explain what transpires on Pentecost. 

But this is not a novelty performance; rather, it is the 



 

5 

 

foundation of the kingdom of God in that it establishes 

the church as the place where God moves on the 

earth through His Spirit. They expect a political 

kingdom, but God moves in people’s hearts to 

transform individuals and communities. 

14 As the twelve stood together, Peter shouted to the 

crowd, 

 

Peter: Men of Judea and all who are staying here in 

Jerusalem, listen. I want you to understand: 15 these 

people aren’t drunk as you may think. Look, it’s only 

nine o’clock in the morning! 16 No, this isn’t 

drunkenness; this is the fulfillment of the prophecy of 

Joel. 17 Hear what God says! 

    In the last days, 

    I will offer My Spirit to humanity as a libation. 

    Your children will boldly speak the word of the Lord. 

    Young warriors will see visions, 

        and your elders will dream dreams. 

18     Yes, in those days I shall offer My Spirit to all 

servants, 

        both male and female, and they will boldly speak 

My word. 
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19     And in the heaven above and on the earth below, 

    I shall give signs of impending judgment: blood, fire, 

and clouds of smoke. 

20     The sun will become a void of darkness, 

        and the moon will become blood. 

    Then the great and dreadful day of the Lord will 

arrive, 

21     And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 

        will be liberated into God’s freedom and peace. 

 
This is the word of the Lord 
All Thanks be to God 
 
Hymn 
Breathe on me breath of God 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TssHTATafi0  
Edwin Hatch (1835 - 1889) 
 
Gospel Reading 
 
Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
John 
All  Glory to you, O Lord 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TssHTATafi0


 

7 

 

John 20:19-23  

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the 

week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 

had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 

saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 

with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 

you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them 

and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you 

forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 

retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 
All  Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Short Talk 
 
Reflection Music 
My Lighthouse 
(Rend Collective) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFBZJGSgyVQ 
 
Profession of Faith 
 
Let us affirm together our common faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lFBZJGSgyVQ
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 Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 
 source of all being and life, 
 the one for whom we exist? 
All I believe and trust in him. 
 
 Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 
 who took our human nature, 
 died for us and rose again? 
All: I believe and trust in him. 
 
Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, who 
gives life to the people of God and makes Christ 
known in the world? 
All: I believe and trust in him. 
 
 This is the faith of the Church. 
All: This is our faith. 
  We believe and trust in one God, 
  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name:  
  thy kingdom come; 
  thy will be done;  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass  
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against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation; 
 but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  
Amen.    
  

The Peace 
 
‘Where two or three are gathered together in my 
name,’ says the Lord, ‘there am I in the midst of them.’ 
 
The Peace of the Lord be always with you 
All  And also with you 
 
Let us offer each other a sign of peace using sign 
language. 
All Peace be with you 
 
Offertory Hymn                                                                                     
Great are you Lord 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kt0JWi12DjY  
All Sons and Daughters 
 
 
Preparation of the Table 
 
The Lord is here. 
All His Spirit is with us. 
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
All We lift them to the Lord. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kt0JWi12DjY


 

10 

 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Voice 1    Why is it right to give thanks and praise? 
Voice 2    Listen, and we will hear. 
 
 Lord of all life,  
you created the universe,  
where all living things reflect your glory.  
You give us this great and beautiful earth, 
 to discover and to cherish. 
 
You made us all,  
each wonderfully different,  
to join with the angels in praising you and saying: 
 
All Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
  God of power and might, 
  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
We thank you loving Father,  
because when we turned away,  
you sent Jesus, your Son.  
He gave his life for us on the cross  
and shows us the way to live. 
 
Send your Holy Spirit   
that these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us Christ’s body and his blood. 
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Voice 1 Why do we share this bread and wine? 
Voice 2 Listen, and we will hear. 
 
 On the night before he died,  
when darkness had fallen,  
Jesus took bread.  
He gave thanks, broke it,  
and shared it with his disciples, saying:  
‘This is my body, given for you.  
Do this to remember me.’ 
 
After they had eaten,  
he took the cup of wine, gave thanks,  
and shared it with his disciples saying:  
‘This is my blood,  
poured out for you and for many,  
for the forgiveness of sins.’ 
 
So Father, with this bread and this cup  
we celebrate his love, his death, his risen life.  
As you feed us with these gifts,  
send your Holy Spirit,  
and change us more and more,  
to be like Jesus, our Saviour. 
 
Voice 1 How do we follow Jesus Christ? 
Voice 2 Listen, and we will hear. 
 
Help us, Father, to love one another,  
as we look forward to the day  
when suffering is ended,  
and all creation is gathered in your loving arms. 
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And now with (N and) all your saints  
we give you glory, through Jesus Christ,  
in the strength of the Spirit, today and forever. 
All Amen. 
 
God’s holy gifts 
for God’s holy people. 
All Jesus Christ is holy, 
  Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  To the glory of God the Father. 
 
I receive this bread and wine in knowledge that we are 
one body.  
All  Although scattered we share in one bread.  
 
Post Communion Prayer 
 
Faithful God, 
who fulfilled the promises of Easter 
by sending us your Holy Spirit 
and opening to every race and nation 
the way of life eternal: 
open our lips by your Spirit, 
that every tongue may tell of your glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
All Lord, we thank you  

that we have broken your bread,  
and received your life.  
By the power of your Spirit  
keep us always in your love  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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Hymn 
King of Me 
(Rend Collective) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ks6zl2hL2Uk 
 
Notices 
 
 Blessing 
 
 A blessing is given. 
 
 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All In the name of Christ. 
  Amen. 
 
Common Worship – Services and Prayers for the Church of 
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